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A Playful Foundation for Academics

Who have all the e in the wokd
io mach incts, bt only this vory
limited window o develap the
will and inegrate the senses
thmiugh the magination, so

that when children coma (o Ehe
classnoom, thiy ar capable of
Eoncenrating,

Schodl readiness is increasingly
bacormang & fopes of dscussion
arnaangel panents of pre-sehool sgpe chisdnen; and nol
nscessarly in concenn 1o benchmarking this capacity o
that. Play s finally hendng its tima,

Crear the past 12 monthis many colemn-nchas have
eporiad the controversy mucdying SHESAs in the Badging
vear Of & pupd's acacemic conser. EQNDUIgh parents
parsevering thiough the graeling Bppecation process 1o
ciafier their 4-year-pid's entry 1o P11 got news the Councl
vl honowr all dedaral applcations om 20621, phaad
of ther ol 30F3 lrw change that will ond the birthdiry
discrimination for & in Scolland, T csinecing efiacis
ol the pandemes thol aocound for aimoal hadt the: Bespan
ol chedran startng school in Augris! Contre s [o ecens
gL COMNEDE.

in Hrap Sawrm wiae, a Bndmank Soo sh partament mcticon
proposed & kindergaren stage for al chidren under 7.

Wiy T Oin pagper Cuamicutum o Excefienca has 8 profound
unclesstanding of chilkd derekopment, encouragng a Ry
based steet for childnen in P2 and beiow. Yof lor mast young
chiliren Ehis will nof bae wier] moets 1R

A 12-mnubo documerany by avward-wWinmeng Soucaion
fimmakar, Saskia Ankey-hicCallem. Mow W A Si, deives.
intowhy Scotiand has faded 10 fuern the CIE's play principios
o 3 = 75 inko prction o Th et cecad. Viewed over
30,000 trmes n B 8 wesk of relisiss BosiVaAneSoc
oigl, Moy Housa School of Education descnibed | Bs ‘an
nfcrmative and engaging film, with impact.'

bdarry nursary satfings are N longar mpendons (o the
Gt i By Bnscy Grwl numdenssy beests put on chillden and
hearchisns. with ivickence al plry being sie-ined in fmouwr of
achatizs Thad furnish childnen for the assessments. | Eght of
pupis spending sigrificantly monm time n pre-school = kies
pmrnmand figures showing an almcst unborsal upsakn ol
freses ety locrring and childcars, and 97% of 2- 10 d-year-
kel el GO0 - 1,140 howrs a1 the énd of Augus
2001 - o v e [ clanly wial s iy ecRssany &% A
‘igunciation” for school gniny?

"Fasally, # our g0l i Tor chi droen 10 Bhooims aducabed
arc 10 Bestime criaties Barmees and doers, then £ & al tha
mdne: Importang el they Lok The S, Thid ey boid snd
o thesr bodies, belors they start siting at & desk, lboking
o workshoats and writing, without plindng as mach s thry

Msied 807 Sy Sivandr Wiaicion Tanches,
Lz Gorgan, mbarvesaaad ior NG,

1 takeas 1ham avaay Irom he sk
that They canndi go back and oo aier,
They herve o g this in these Eary
Wesrs: buiking thesr brain, building
their organs, bulting their Dodies:
iegrating all their sences, 50 that
wihen they come and aclualy ae
nesaichy o gheeks work, thasy aea nolt il
SEGENG With CRStractons and dffcules and inabiity 10 be
Al and k=ten and foous: wich i really 3 setDack sy,
by s gy er pectisne,®

Bath #fee- and stnachured play ane essent ial planks of
a chid's work, Likmwiss, banmeng gairs maareng whan it
iears relevancs 10 raal Be, undanmannsd Dy & chiid’s nalumsl
baningpcal predispoaition o imiaba, They unconaciously oK
{or the human exampis 1o model, The active. repatithe,
habit-forming eccsystem of & Waldor! kndorgarten, togather
wisth tha irained sxamphe of thip leacher, enabics childmn
1o aoguine the beginnings of dvergant thought, the abiity
te ksten, SUSLEN attentvenass, seif-regulate, develop large
and fine mptor skils and hand-eye coonination, creathely
peobiom-scha, buid emotional reslienca and masoning
skdls. strengthon plesical agity, develop attachment,
Comrrmanecabe, D Reeohls to changs, and ampioy e wil
- Capachies requiring 1o be developed befdone Tha inteliac]
takas hoid

Once o chid i G4 or T they' will be ready for academics.
Burt if woir con't msist s 10 prom stunsly nholoc ko,
orve-Elimadabe. and airoouce notions of Talers.,
achavernent. and sucosss, sithentic play (5 disablad,
Primany Hend Teacher Wil Fronch says: =t i nod that
chidrgn ara nod abie, # B 1hal thiy g nat mady.” Spaaking
publcty for the first time in BWAS about the changes
that cnbcaly nesd 10 hapesn 1o Drng soout a shift nour
‘distoried’ cuttural vales around education, he adds "l
e e iy 1hed g 50 kpng, 50 § s hapoy 10 talk, | Gm
ol Sinying anything that teachers would find controvensial
I'fi sl Spaisaan SOnTITICH S, "

Kindeganen, by comirast, B i mary wiys a cuthation
o inbernad o exciemnal modkasion, wihich many studies
i shoren B iy B2 ller RCademic sccoss. 19 B not
A U satement 1o sy hat k] & as mportant a8
Sleap, and nurilion and conmecton with raluee, nof st
iy chibdinosd Dl Irom vl hapeens heieafier”, sireasas
i Jukn Whitnkoyr. A child diswsiopmont appecach lnads
fecl iy 1 B By -Benm educiticnal Suloomes, bul &
also Erioed 10 highin keeasis of chikihaod well-being. Though
Lty T irsgaior of helr Eduming, an ernpowensd anmer
Bifienes. A8 e chid undersiand fhat 1 can do &l
wanwodinburghstel nerschool.ong

wwwonurserynndschoolguide oo.ok




